
 
 
 
 

 
BUDGET HEARING MEETING 

 

August 23, 2016 
 
 
Chairman Fels called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. 
 

Present were Commissioners Fels, Charbonneau, Engelhardt, Linscott and Gilchrist.  Also 
present were Chief Stocking and Executive Assistant RuthAnn Zigler.   
 
 
The Chief requested that we add a Chief’s report to the agenda after the public comments. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Diana Dawson commented that she has been extremely impressed with the progress that 
has been made in the fire department and glad to see the team work being done through 
the Joint Power Agreement.  She said that she thinks it is the best possible interest to 
everyone, with sharing the fiscal responsibilities, man power, the equipment; it’s showing 
really great progress.  She also said that most of the citizens she has spoken with are in 
favor of the JPA.    
 

Ron McDovey expressed his appreciation on the incident Sagle Fire responded to for a 
downed power line. 
 

Chairman Fels read into the record an email message from Tom Trulock who stated that 
he is in favor of Westside joining with Selkirk Fire.  
 
REPORTS 
 

The Chief reported that Captain Ron Reed has officially given notice of his retirement 
which will be effective as of September 17, 2016.   
 

A meeting has been scheduled for August 30, 2016, 8:30 a.m. at Station 1 to discuss what 
the Captains qualifications are in the fire department. 
 
The vacancy for a District 5 Commissioner was advertised and we have received notice 
from one person who is interested in the position. 
 

A meeting has been scheduled with our attorney tomorrow, August 24, 2016, 11:00 a.m. at 
the Columbia Bank Building to discuss District fees on un-improved property for fire 
protection.  The Chief invited the Commissioners to attend if they are interested.   
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NEW BUSINESS 
 

Budget Public Hearing on 2016-2017 Budget:  Commissioner Charbonneau made a 
motion to approve the 2016-2017 Budget as presented.  Commissioner Gilchrist seconded 
and the motion carried. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS FROM PRIOR MEETINGS 
 

Discussion and approval of fire department name change:  The Chief commented that the 
name Sagle Fire doesn’t really represent the whole district that we cover and changing the 
name to Selkirk Fire would be a good name to encompass the whole area.  Per the 
Board’s request, our attorney contacted the Attorney General’s office to see what the 
requirements are to change our name.  The Chief read a letter from the attorney who 
directed us to look at Idaho Code 67-231 Change Name of Taxing Districts.  To change 
our name we will need to follow the outline in the Idaho Code. 
 
Commissioner Gilchrist made a motion to continue with the name process to include a 
public hearing and advertising in the Bonner County Daily Bee.  Commissioner 
Charbonneau seconded and the motion passed. 
 

Discussion and direction for pictures of Commissioners on website:  After discussion the 
Commissioners agreed that we will post their pictures on our website. 
 

Update on request for Service Level Agreement from webhost:  The Chief reported that he 
meet with our current website service provider and they have agreed to give a one day 
turn around to add or delete content.  Brent Stevens informed us that they are not a 
webhost business and do not have a Service Level Agreement but if that is required then 
he can give us a referral.  We pay $50 a month for the current service and the Chief 
commented that our website looks really good right now but we do have a few more 
changes to make.  The Chief recommended that we continue on with our current service 
level which is $50/month to manage our website.  Big content changes will be charged at 
an hourly rate.    
 

Discussion and adoption of Westside JPA and MOU:  A copy of the MOU and JPA was 
distributed to the Board for their review and comments.  The Chief reported that Westside 
approached the JPA and asked to be a part it.  The City of Sandpoint has already signed 
the agreement.  With the JPA we have seen an incredible improvement to our response 
system, how we move equipment around, how we handle subsequent calls, and how we 
are saving money to the tax payers.  As we move forward, Sagle, City of Sandpoint and 
Westside will share the cost of a Fire Chief, Assistant Fire Chief and the Executive 
Assistant at 33 1/3% each.  Each agency will still maintain their own finances and the 
taxing districts will remain separate, however, operational we will be joined.  Overall, this is 
a good example of good government and being fiscally responsible with taxpayer dollars.   
  
Commissioner Linscott made a motion to adopt the Westside JPA and MOU as presented.  
Commissioner Gilchrist seconded and the motion carried. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

Commissioner Charbonneau made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:10 a.m. 
Commissioner Engelhardt seconded and the motion carried. 
 
   


