
 
 
 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE 

 
REGULAR BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS MEETING 

 

May 9, 2017 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m.  
 

Present were Commissioners Charbonneau, Linscott, Trulock and Engelhardt.  Also 
present were Chief Stocking and Executive Assistant RuthAnn Zigler.   
 
Commissioner Charbonneau volunteered to chair the meeting.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Commissioner Trulock made a motion to approve the Regular Board meeting minutes on 
April 17, 2017 as presented.  Commissioner Linscott seconded and the motion carried. 
 

Commissioner Engelhardt made a motion to approve the accounts payables as presented.  
Commissioner Trulock seconded and the motion carried.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

There was no public comment.  
 
REPORTS 
 

Chief’s Monthly Report   
 

Incident update:  For the month of April we responded to 131 alarms; total of 720 alarms 
year-to-date. 
 

We had one major incident which was the train derailment in the Cocolalla area.  No one 
was injured and there wasn’t any property damage.  The incident was turned over to 
Bonner County Emergency Management and then to BNFS.   
 

Employee update:  There was no update.   
 

Volunteer update:  There was no update. 
 

Sleeper Program Update:  There was no update.   
 

Training update:  Employees are in the process of doing their pack tests and RT-130 
refresher course which are mandatory for participating in the wildland season 
assignments.  The Chief reported that predictions are that there will be very light activity 
for the fire season because of all the moisture we have had.  If we get a few months of 
really dry weather, this could change.  
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Maintenance Update:  We have repairs that we will need to do on the Careywood station 
and are currently in the process of getting bids for the project.  We had substantial roof 
leaks this year with all the rain and there is mold in the trusses and the drywall will need to 
be replaced.   
 
Other:  We received a CAL Grant for $3,000 which will be used to purchase radios.  We 
also received a TransCanada Grant for $2,500. 
 

The Idaho Rating Bureau will be doing the ISO ratings on July 12th.  The Chief stated that 
he anticipates some changes because the rating bureau is going to a new electronic 
format rating system.   
 

We helped host a Megafire conference, called the Era of Megafires; approximately 132 
people were in attendance.  A lot of good information was given at this seminar. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  
 

Commissioner Engelhardt gave the April financial report.  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS FROM PRIOR MEETING(S) 
 

Discussion and possible appointment of Chair to the Board:  The Board wants to fill the 
vacant position on the Board and then appoint a Chair.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

Discussion and possible appointment of Board member to JPA Board:  Tom Trulock 
volunteered to serve on the JPA Board.  
 

Commissioner Linscott made a motion to appoint Tom Trulock as our second member to 
the JPA Board.  Commissioner Engelhardt seconded and the motion carried. 
 
Discussion and possible appointment of two Board members for Labor negotiations:  The 
Chief reported that the Union is one Union, representing Sandpoint and Sagle and our 
goal is that they be under one contract.  Sandpoint has appointed two Council Members 
and the City Administrator as negotiators; Sagle needs to appoint three members.  The 
Board received a letter from the Union requesting the JPA Board be the negotiators with 
the Union.  The Board informed the Union President in attendance that the JPA Board 
does not have the authority to negotiate.  The Board will request the Union to re-write a 
request letter to the Sagle Commissioner Board.   
 

Commissioner Engelhardt made a motion that the Board seek two separate legal opinions 
as to whether or not Sagle Fire District and Sandpoint City can negotiate jointly with the 
firefighters union.  Commissioner Linscott seconded and the motion carried. 
 

Discussion and set-up schedule for Commissioner Candidate interviews:  The Chief 
reported that we received five (5) people who are interested in the open District 3 position.  
May 25th was tentatively scheduled and the candidates will be contacted for their 
availability. 
    
ADJOURNMENT 
 

Commissioner Linscott made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:48 a.m. Commissioner 
Engelhardt seconded and the motion carried. 
   


