
 
 
 
 

 

 
SPECIAL BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS MEETING 

 
May 22, 2015 

 
 
Chairman Goodyear called the meeting to order at 8:04 a.m. 
 

Present were Commissioners Goodyear, Engelhardt, and Fels.  Also present were Chief 
Stocking and Executive Assistant RuthAnn Zigler.   
 
 

Commissioner Fels made a motion to accept the resignation of Rob Goodyear as 
Chairman for the Board.  Dennis Engelhardt seconded and the motion carried. 
 
Steve Fels stepped into his role as newly appointed Chairman. 
  
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Union President Bernie Frechette and speaker on behalf of the Selkirk Firefighters asked 
for the Commissioners Board support in de-annexing from Bonner County EMS and 
forming our own taxing District.  The firefighters also requested that they be allowed to 
open up Station 3 in Careywood in order to be able to provide better service to residents at 
the south end of the District.    
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

Discussion and direction on appointment of Commissioners to vacancies in Districts 2 & 3: 
Chairman Fels reported that we have two candidates interested in District 2 but none in 
District 3 at this time.   
 

At the May 11, 2015 meeting there was discussion if we could do away with the sub-
districts and the requirement for five Commissioners (one for each of the five sub-districts).  
Board council informed us that because the sub-districts were formed by a Resolution 
from the Board, this action cannot be reversed without a vote of the public.  If and/or when 
we go to the public at the November 2015 elections, we can have the de-annexing from 
BCEMS and the re-configuration of sub-districts.   
 
Interviews will be scheduled for the two candidates interested in sub-district 2. 
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Discussion and direction on Bonner County EMS:  BCEMS has cancelled our EMS 
contract which will end on June 30, 2015.  Commissioner Goodyear reported that he did 
an analysis on the District’s finances and we can easily afford to carry the fourth firefighter 
per shift until the end of this fiscal year.  There is approximately $30,000 in outstanding 
EMS billings that will be coming in. 
 
Commissioner Goodyear commented that if there was a violation in the Bonner County 
Commissioners Open Meeting Law when they discussed and cancelled our EMS contract, 
The county will Be Required to go back and re-do, in correct fashion, the cancellation of 
our contract which will then restart the clock on the 90-day notification period; this will 
continue our EMS response and also the billing revenue for another 90-day period.    
 
Several of our staff attended the County Commissioners meeting and expressed their 
concern in the decision the Commissioners made to cancel the EMS contract with Sagle.  
Comments were heard but we were again informed that their decision was made and is 
final. 
 
There was discussion on the direction that we need to take and how we can correctly 
information and educate the public on the EMS issue.   
 
Commissioner Goodyear made a motion that this Board give direction to the Union to 
proceed with a public education campaign on our current EMS situation.   Commissioner 
Engelhardt seconded with the amendment to add that the before the campaign starts, 
each member of the Board needs to be provided with a list of the information that will be 
going out to the public.  The motion passed. 

  
ADJOURN TO EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

Commissioner Engelhardt made a motion to go into Executive Session under Idaho Code 
67-2345(B) to discuss a personnel matter.  Commissioner Goodyear seconded and the 
motion carried. 
 
Roll Call:  Commissioner Goodyear – Yes; Commissioner Engelhardt – Yes.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

Commissioner Engelhardt made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:45 a.m. 
Commissioner Goodyear seconded and the motion carried. 
 
 
 
 


